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Europe

38° 43’ N 9° 8’ W

Portugal, France and
the UK: Castles,
Coastlines and Cuisine
Sail north through the rich cultural tapestry of Atlantic

Europe on a journey from Portugal to Ireland,

discovering regions deeply tied to the ocean through

rich maritime heritage. Visit Porto, the birthplace of

port wine; trace Celtic legacies from Brittany andWales

to the Isle of Man, the ”Gem of the Irish Sea,” and hike

rugged coastlines that have long inspired artists and

legends alike. Along the way, taste the local flavors of

each land—fresh seafood, farm-fresh Cornish fare,

Breton crêpes andmore, each telling its own story of

place and tradition.

From

£6,489 / per person
Does not include flights

DATES
Apr

DURATION
12 Days

SHIPS

National Geographic Explorer

STARTS AT
Porto,
Portugal

ENDSAT
Dublin,
Ireland
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Highlights

Follow a Celtic thread through Brittany, Cornwall and

Wales, where shared traditions andmaritime

histories connect these culturally rich coastal regions

Taste your way through the Atlantic, sampling port in

Porto, seafood in Brittany andmore

Hike four iconic coastlines, from the windswept cliffs

of Brittany and the wild headlands of Wales to

Cornwall’s estuaries and the Isle of Man’s UNESCO

Biosphere Reserve

Explore Porto’s Ribeira district, a UNESCOWorld

Heritage site, and Quimper’s historic center
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Day by day

DAY 1

Porto, Portugal / Embark Ship
Arrive in Porto, a UNESCO World Heritage city.
Enjoy time at leisure, exploring its hillside streets
and sampling local flavors before embarking the
ship this afternoon.

Meals included: dinner

DAY 2

Porto
The birthplace of port wine, Porto straddles the
Douro River, its dramatic landscape linked by
elegant bridges and defined by centuries of
architectural heritage. Admire the city’s iconic
azulejo tiles as you explore the hillside streets of
the Ribeira district and take in sweeping views
from its many scenic overlooks. Alternatively,
venture beyond the city into the surrounding hills
for a hike in Serra do Porto Park.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAY 3

Vilagarcía de Arousa, Spain
Anchor in Vilagarcía de Arousa, a coastal town
on the shores of the Ría de Arousa, and spend
the day learning about life along this productive
estuary. Home to the Rías Baixas wine region
and among the world’s leading mussel-producing
areas, the region offers a fascinating glimpse into
Galicia’s culinary traditions. Meet local farmers and
producers to learn about the craft and care behind
these celebrated products. Alternatively, travel to
Santiago de Compostela and either walk a portion
of the Camino de Santiago before entering the
historic Cathedral Square or focus your visit on the
cathedral itself, a destination that has welcomed
pilgrims for centuries. Enjoy a traditional Galician

tapas lunch before returning to the ship.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAY 4

At Sea
Spend a relaxing day at sea, sailing along the
French coast as you enjoy the ship’s amenities.
Join your officers on the bridge to learn about
navigating the dynamic Bay of Biscay, attend a
naturalist presentation on the region or schedule a
rejuvenating massage with your wellness specialist.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAYS 5-6

Douarnenez, Brittany, France /
Roscoff
Arrive in Brittany, where scenic coastal trails,
quaint harbors and enduring maritime traditions
showcase the region’s seafaring character. With
the ship docked in the picturesque harbor town
of Douarnenez, delve into the history of sardine
fishing in the area, indulge in the local gastronomy
or opt for a coastal hike. Alternatively, head
inland to the ancient Breton city of Quimper,
where half-timbered houses, a magnificent Gothic
cathedral and a renowned pottery tradition offer
insight into the region’s distinctive Breton culture.

Then, venture to the northern side of the Brittany
peninsula. Known for its stunning coastline, granite
houses and maritime traditions, Roscoff has long
been linked to Cornwall through centuries of trade
and seafaring connections. Spend time exploring
this charming harbor town at your own pace, or
venture to nearby Saint-Pol-de-Léon, a historic
market town at the heart of France’s famed Golden
Belt agricultural region and the seat of a powerful
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bishopric since the Middle Ages.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAYS 7-8

Falmouth, Cornwall, England, United
Kingdom
Known for its deep natural harbor, Falmouth has
been an important maritime hub since the 1600s.
Watched over by historic Pendennis Castle at
the mouth of the Fal Estuary, the region retains
its regal charm while also earning recognition
as both an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
and a Special Area of Conservation for its rich
marine ecosystems. Explore the shores of this
remarkable estuary by venturing upriver to visit
historic gardens and a tea plantation, or climb the
castle ramparts to learn about the harbor’s defense
through the centuries.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAY 9

Welsh Coastline
Sail north along the Welsh coastline, known for its
rich natural beauty, layered history and shoreline
of sheltered coves and rugged headlands along
the Irish Sea. Today unfolds at a slower pace, with
expedition activities taking center stage. Enjoy
opportunities for Zodiac cruising, coastal hikes or
kayaking as you explore this remarkable stretch of
coast.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAY 10

Holyhead
Arrive in Wales, home to more castles per square
mile than any other country in the world. Choose
to explore some of the impressive fortresses that
form the Iron Ring, the chain of castles built by
King Edward I to consolidate his rule over the
region. Alternatively, stay on the Isle of Anglesey

and walk the Coastal Path—part of an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty—alongside a member
of the local mountain rescue team. Spot falcons,
seals and springtime wildflowers as you pass
through a mixture of farmland, coastal heath,
dunes and more.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAY 11

Isle of Man, British Crown
Dependency
Landing on the Isle of Man, often called the Gem
of the Irish Sea, provides a fitting connection
to the Celtic heritage encountered throughout
the voyage. The entire island is designated as a
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve in recognition of its
unique environment and sustainable economy.
Home to the world’s oldest continuous parliament
and a people deeply rooted in Celtic tradition, the
Isle of Man offers opportunities to connect with its
rich history, dramatic landscapes and vibrant local
culture, shaped by a strong tradition of coastal
stewardship.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAY 12

Dublin, Ireland / Disembark Ship
Disembark in Dublin after breakfast and transfer to
the airport for your flight home. 

Meals included: breakfast
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Expedition
Porto, Portugal → Dublin, Ireland

2028 DEPARTURE DATES

AboardNational Geographic Explorer

17 Apr

















Call 1.800.397.3348 or call your Travel Advisor
In Australia, call 1300.361.012 | In the United Kingdom, call 0800.021.3189 | www.expeditions.com

Special Offers

10%OFF BACK-TO-BACK VOYAGES

Save 10% on consecutive departures, applicable

on voyage fares only and not valid on extensions

or airfare. Valid for new bookings only, subject to

availability, and may not be combined with other

offers. Call for details.

COMBININGOFFERS

Certain offers may be combinable, up to two savings

opportunities, except where noted otherwise.

For example, travel with a group of 8 or more on

back-to-back expeditions, and take advantage of

both savings.

CELEBRATE LIFE'SMILESTONES

Celebrate a milestone with a group of eight or more

and enjoy a special amenity package including: 5%

savings on voyage fares, custom group photo, US$150

shipboard credit for the group, and other special

gifts. Milestone celebration to be communicated at

time of booking.

SAVE 5% TRAVELINGAS AGROUP

Save 5% when traveling as a group of 8 or more

people. Valid for new bookings only on select

departures, subject to availability, not applicable

on extensions, and may not be combined with other

offers. Call for details.
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TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN

We strongly recommend our guests to take advantage of

our Travel Protection Plan. This plan offers comprehensive

coverage to protect you from cancellation fees, costs

incurred due to trip delays/interruption, damage or loss

of baggage, medical assistance, and evacuation during

your travels. Our Travel Protection Plan is available for U.S.

residents only, and may be purchased any time prior to

final payment due date, Travel Protection premiums are

non- refundable once plan is purchased. Learn more about

our Travel Protection “Plus” Plan: https://www.expeditions.

com/terms-conditions/travel-protection-plan/

CANCELLATION POLICY

Review our cancellation policy: https://www.expeditions.

com/cancellation-policy/

https://www.expeditions.com/terms-conditions/travel-protection-plan/
https://www.expeditions.com/terms-conditions/travel-protection-plan/
https://www.expeditions.com/cancellation-policy/
https://www.expeditions.com/cancellation-policy/

